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ROTARY NEWS

Making Evanston home

In January 1952, the Board decided to “immediately and energetically”
begin looking for land or a building in Chicago or the vicinity. That August, a
lot was purchased in Evanston. The November issue of The Rotarian (as
Rotary magazine was then known) previewed sketches and details of the
new three-story building, which was distinguished by a large granite
staircase, monolithic columns, and angled building wings. Inside the
building were modern systems and features, including an acoustic ceiling
treatment and air conditioning.

Rotary leaders gathered at 1600 Ridge Avenue for a groundbreaking
ceremony in 1953, and the building opened in August of the following year.
In that first month, 250 Rotary members and friends visited to see it for
themselves.

Despite initial room to grow and a later addition, Rotary eventually outgrew
that space. In 1987, Rotary purchased the building on Sherman Avenue in
Evanston from Baxter Travenol Laboratories. Known today as One Rotary
Center, that building is still home to Rotary International World
Headquarters and welcomes more than 2,000 visitors a year. Learn_how
to schedule a tour.
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